

























































ibuce 


sent I 
esse} J 


Bri. 
cked 


Car. 


then, 


C8 
uC: 
sts; 
and 
oth 
. to 


ith 


red 


Ch 
for 











’ : 
> +» 25> o 





NT |S 


a 


“THE WEEKLY REGISTER. ~ 


atti, 





a 


Wo. 5 or von. TY.) 


BALTIMORE, SATURDAY, Arn:t 3, 1813. 


[woe no, 83. 


anh 


—_-— — - 





— -_-_-—~S 





— ai 


Hec olim meminisse suvabit—V 18611. 


U sthisanit. a 





Printed and published by H. Nrrzs, South-st. next door to the Merchants’ Coflee House, at #5 per annum 





ee 


err a Se] 





‘Sha ae 


Law of Pennsylvania. 


A supplement to an act to incorporate a company for 
the purpose of cutting and making a Canal between 
the river Delaware and the Chesapéake bay. 
Whereas, during the time of war against the 

United States of America the completion of the 

Chesapeake and Delaware canal would be greatly be- 

neficial to the United States by forming the great 

link of an inland navigation of six or seven hundred 
miles, and thereby establish a perfectly safe and 
rapid transportation of our arnies atid te munitions 
of war. through the interior of the country, and 
which would ever tend to operate as a cement to the 
union between the states: .ind whereas, the prospe- 
rity and the agricultural interest of the state of Ma- 
ryland, the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the 

Delaware state are more deeply interested tian their 

sister states in the useful work of opening a commu- 

nication betweeh the Chesapeake bay and the river 

Delaware by means of the said Chesapeake and De- 

laware canal: therefore, inorder to erable the pre- 

sident and directors of the said canal to prosecute 
and finish the impertent work of the said £hesa- 
peuke and Del:ware canal : | 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and Honse of | 

Representasives of the commonwealth of Pennsr!vania 

in ceneral assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 

the authority of the same, That if the United States 
shali subseribe seven hundred and fifty shares, the 
state of Maryland two hundred and fifty shares, the 
state of Delaware one hundred shares in the Chesa- 
peuke and Delaware canal company, in such case, 
the governor of this commonwealth is hereby autho- 
rized and directed to subscribe in behalf of this 


Sect. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, ‘That it shall be the duty of the governor 
of this state to send a copy of this act and of the fifth 
section of the act incorporating the Delawste and 
Chesapeake canal company passed niticteenth Febrit- 
ary, oné thousand eight hunded ahd one, to the pte- 
sident of the United States, with a request that he 
lay the same before congress, and a copy to the go- 
vertior of the state of Maryland, and also acopy to 
the governor of the state of Delaware, with a request 
that they will lay Wie same before their respective 
legislatures. | 





The murder of John Pierce. 


The murder of John Pierce, off the port of New. 
York, in 1806, by, the British squadron then peace-. 
ably blockading that port, and committing depre- 
dations of a character never before heard of, has 
been nearly forgotten, or remembered only as an 
“clad man’s tale.” To revive the sense of wrong 
that then prevailed; and give a greater degree of 
durability to the narration of this horrid outrage, 
as published in the news-papers of the day; to 
bring into review the muluplied aggressions and 
wanton vislations of right committed by insolent 
Englishmen on the defenceless and unoffending, 
and provoke a generous zeal to secure an honest 
peace by a succesful prosecution of the war, this 
article is inserted and recorded in the Register. 
The bloody deed was never atoned for. Whitby 
underwent a burlesque trial; was cleared and pro- 
moted. 





New-York, April 28, 1806. 





state three hundred and seventy-five shares in said 
company, atid the money necessary to be paid in} 
consequence of such subscription shall be paid by| 
this state, and the governor of this commonwealth) 
shall apppoint a proper person to vote for president) 
and directors of said company, according to such! 
number of shares, and the treasurer of the common-| 
wealth shall receive upon the said stock the propor- 
tion of the tolls which shall from time to time be 
due to the state for the shares aforesaid. 

Sect. 2. .3nd be it further-enacted by the authority 
afvresaid, That the tifth seetion of an act entitled | 
“An act to incorporate a company for the purpose of} 
cutting and making a canal between the river Dela-| 
ware and the Chesapeake bay, and to authorise the 
clearing of obstructions in the river Susquehanna, 
down to the Maryland line, and for other purposes, 
passed the nineteenth day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and one,” shall be valid and become 
partof this act, as fully and effectually, at if the 
Same was hereby enacted at full length. 

Sect. J. And be it further enacted by the authority 
uforsaid, That this act shall not take effect unless 
the legislature of Maryland shall pass or shall have 





Murner!!!—The British frigates which, on a for- 
mer occasion, bleckaded our port, and plundered the 


property of our citizens, have not been contented with 


the spoils which they then gathered, but have again 
besieged us. Having captured several o1.tward bound 
American vessels, within the American jurisdiction, 
they have at length consummated their wickedness 


by the massacre of a peacexble .2merican. 


In Common Councrt, April 26, 1806. 

The mayor laid before the common council two 
affidavits respecting. the atrocious conduct of the 
British in murdering John Pierce, one. of our fellow. 
citizens, while on board the sloop Richard, one of 
our co.stip vessels, near Sandy Heok. And also 
in violate the jurisdictional rights of the United 
States, Therefore, 

Resdlted, That in testimony of the lively indigna- 
tion whith this board feels respecting the atrocious 
murder of a citizen of the United States, and this 
daring aggression upon our national rights, that the 
said John Pierce be interred, with the assent of his 
relatives, at the public expense, on Monday next at 
i2 o'clock; that Aldermen Fairley, Mott and Mr, 





passed, a law declaring that in consideration of the 
act of the legislature of Pennsylvania incorporating 
said canal company, the river Susquehafina, from the 
Maryland line to the Chesapeake, shall forever here- 
after be a highway, and that individuals or bodies 
corporate may at all times remoye obgtructions 


John D. Miller, be a committee to meke the necessa- 
ry arrangements on this occasion ;, that all the cap- 
tains of American vessels in the harbor be requested 
to hoist their colors halfmast on that day ; that the 
bells be tolled during the solemnity, and that our 
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The mayor having informed the common council 
that he had immediately communicated to the pre- 
sident of the United. States a staiement of the impro- 
per conduct of the British ships of war off our 
co.st, 

Resolved, That the hoard approve of the mayor’s 
prompt attention to the interests of our city, and 
that he be requested to obtain such firther informa- 
tion as may be praciicable respecting illegal cap- 
tures, impressmenis and detentions off our port by 
the said ships, and to transmit the same to the na- 
tional executive, in full confidence that proper mea- 
sures will be adopied for the vindication of our na- 
tional honor and interests. 7 

* By the common council, 

T. WORTMAN, city clerk. 
Funeral procession of John Pierce, who was mur- 
dered by a shot from the British ship of war 

Leander, Henry Whitby, commander, within a 

quarter of a mile of Sundiy-Itok, on Friday, five 

o’clock, P. M. 25th inst. 

The committee appointed by the common council 
to superintend the funeral of Jounw Pirrce, have con- 
eluded on the following arrangement : 

The masters of American vessels in port, are re- 


asc till sun-set. 

“The funeral procession to move from the City-Hall 
precisely at 12 o’clock.* The belis ofall the churches 
to be tolled until the arrival of the corpse at St. 
Paul’s church, the place of interment. 


ORDER OF PROCESSION. 
THE REVEREND CLERGY. 
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BROTHER TO THE DECEASED. 


Crew of the sloop Richard, of Brandywine, to which 
the deceased belonged. 


Mayor, 2nd members of the commoncouncil. 
CIVIL OFFICERS FOUR DEEP. 
CITIZENS. 


The procession to move through Wall-street, 
Pearl-street, Whitehall-street, and Broadway to St. 
Pauls chure 

The reverend clergy are respectfully requested to 
-attend at the common eounci! chamber, city-hall, at 
11 o’clock, A. M. and our fellow-citizens are gene- 
rally invited to assemble in front of the city-hall, at 
the:same hour. 

Thie committee feel confident that the demeanor 
of e¥ery citizen who attends the funeral will be 
stich as the solemnity of the melanchely occasion de. 
“fhands. 

JAMES FAIRLEY, 

JACOB MOTT, 

JOHN D. MILLER, 
City-Hall, April 27, 1806. 


Committee. 


a 


Patriotic Reselution—In general committee of re- 
publican extizens, Saturday, April 26, 1806. 


“Whereas it is represented to this committee, that 


the corporation of this city, taking the subject un- 
der their consideration, have requested the relations, 
of thé deceased to permit them to inter the body at 
the public charge: And whereas this committee 
view the aforesaid assault upon our neutrality with 
the most pointed indignation, and highly approve of 
ihe aforesaid patriotic and humane act of the corpo- 
ration. Therefore, ‘ 
Resolved, That this committee do. invite their re 
publican follow-citizens to attend wiih this committee, 
the funeral of the deceased, not only as.a mark of 
their approbation of the laudxbie conduct of the cor- 
poration in this particular; but as an evidence of 
their detestation of the conduct of the British ships 
of war thai infest our costs. ; 
ALD. DRAKE, Chairman. 
G. Gitzrrtr, Secrelary. ) 
FEDERAL PROCEEDINGS. 

At a meeting of the Federal Republicans at the 
Tontine Coffee House, caltied on Saturday to take 
into consideration the defenceless state of our 
harbor, Cornelius Ray, esq. in the chair, 
On motion resolved, That Rufus King, Ebenezer 
Steyens, Oliver Wolcott, William W. Woolsey and 
William Henderson, be a committee to prepare and 
report to this meeting, as to the subjects on which 
they were convened : which committee reported the 
following— a 
Resolved, That the citizens of the United States 
are of right, and according to the constitution and 
laws of the land, entitled to the enjoyment of life, 
liberty and property, and that it is the primary and 
most important duty of government to defend, pre- 
serve and protect the same. 
Resolved, That upon the strength and resources of 
the United States, that we can alone, under Provir 
dence, rely for national safety, and the maintenanee 
of national rights. 
Resolved, That the repeated outrages committed 
by foreign ships of war at the mouths of our harbors 
merit the resentment and indignation of every friend 
to his country. " 
Resolved, That an administration which consents 
to pay money to avoid foreign insolence, to prevent 
the violation of national rights, while it sells and dis- 
mantles its naval force, instead of increasing and 
preserving it for the defence of our ports and cont- 
merce, prostrates tle national honor, endangers the 
public safety, and invites both mjustice and imsult. 
Resolved, Viiat the suffering of foreign armed ves- 
sels to station themselves off our harbor, and there 
to stop, search, and capture our vessels, to impress, 
wound and murder our citizens, is a gross and cri- 
minal neglect of the highest duties of government, 
and that an administration which patiently permits 
ithe same, is not entitled to the confidence of a brave 
and tree people. 
Resalved, That the body of merchants who fore- 
saw the impending danger and petitioned congress 
and the state legislature to afford protection to this 
city and its lawful commerce,,liave merited the ap- 
probation of their fellow-citizens. 

Resolved, That the memorials of the merchants 
end citizens to conerenageeve been neglected, and 
that we have not perceived on the partof the mem- 


| bers of the senate and assembly from this city, such 


exertions and zeal as were expected of them to 
engage the interposition and influence of the’ state 
legislature with congress for the protection of our 
detenceless city. 

Resolved, That so longas the British ships of war 





“the British ship"Leander has wantonly fired upon one 


of. our Coasting-vessels, and thereby inhumancly 
*aken the life of one of purfellow-citizens ; andthat 


which have assumed a station at the entrance of this 
port are suffered to remain there, it is earnestly re- 
jcommended that no supplies, provisions or succors 
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and depredations of the free-booters of the ocean. 


.by the British frigates who have commenced an 


_war. This expedition is undertaken at the expense 
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of any kind should be afforded them from. or mar- 
Kets, nor any intercourse held with them in any 
shape whatever, and that our pilot boats should ab- 
stain from visiting them. bike 

Resolved, That the murder of John Pierce, one of 
our fellow-citizens, by a shot from a British ship of 
war, at the entrance of our harbor, and within halfa 
mile of the shore, while he was engaged in peaceably 
navigating a coasting vessel, laden with provisions 
for our market, was an act that excites our detesta- 
tion and abhorrence,, and calls upon our government 
for the adoption of prompt and vigorous measures 
to prevent a repetition of such wanton and inhuman 
conduct, and so flagrant a violation of our national 
sovereignty. 

Resolved, That this mecting approve the conduct 
of those persons who intercepied the supplies which 
were sent from this city to those vessels who now 
blockade our harbor, and who have murdéred our 
fellow-citizen, John Pierce. 

Resolved, That we will attend the funeral of 
the deceased, and that it be recommended to the 
ships in the harbor to display the customary signs of 
mourning. 

Resolved, That John B. Coles, Ebenezer Stevens, 
Samuel Mansficld, Robert Bogardus, and Samvel 
Gedney be a committee to confer wit! the friends of 
the deceased, and make the necessary arrangements 
in behalf ofthis meeting relative to his funeral. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 
be published. 

CORNELIUS RAY, Chairman. 

Samvrt Born, Secretary. 


«’« Lhe subscribers being the committee appointed 


‘ ¢ 4 si ees 4 
plincipal streets to the alms house, where the meat 
was deposited for the use of the poor: _ 
TAMMANY SOCIETY OR CULUMBIAN ORDER, 


Brothers—The die is cast. The disturhers of the 
world’s peace have spilt the innocent blood of your 
countryman, John Pierce. The standard ‘of the na- 
tion will be hoisted half mast at sun rise at the 
great Wigwam. The society are requested to attend 
this morning, precisely at nine o’clock, with buck’s 
tails in their hats, and crepe edged witli red on 
their left arms, in order to join with the corporation 
and the rest of their fellow-citizens, in paying a tri- 
bute of respect and honor to the manes of their mur- 
dered countryman. 3 
Brothers—On this solemn occasion vou will ape 
pear without your tomahawks, youf bows and your 
atrows: nevertheless you will have the tomahawks 
well sharpened, the arrows poirited, arid the bows 
well strung. The enemy are on our borders. The 
black belt of wempum, stained with American blood, 
is now before your eyes in the great council chame 
ber of the mation. ? 

Brothers—Be vigilant : be prepared. 

By order ofthe grand sachem, | 
JAMES D. BISSETT, Seerctary. 

Season of Blossonis—Vear of Discovery sey 

v1 thy of the Institution V7 ths g Aptil 28th. 


MURDER OF PIERCE: : 

City of New-York, &s—Jesse Pierce, master? of 
the sloop Richard, a coasting vessel of Brandywine, 
being duly sworn, deposes and says, that as he wag 
approaching Sandy Hook, and.was about a quarter of 
a mile off the beach and two miles south from the 
light house, in his said vessel yesterday évening’ 





at the meeting of Federal Republicans, on Saturday 
evening last, to make the necessary arrangements in| 


about five o’clock, two shots were fired at different 
times from a large British ship of war; with two tier 


behalf of that meeting, for the funeral of J. Pierce, |of guns, supposed to be the Leander: “That one of 


mardered by a British ship of war at the mouth of| 
our harbor, give notice, that they have waited ona| 


- committee of the corporation, in whose hands they | 


found the corpse of the deceased, and were inform-| 


the said shot struck about forty yards ahead of the 
said vessel, and the other went nearly over her—up- 
on which the deponent rounded too his vessel, and 
about five minutes after another shot was fired from 


ed that the corporation had directed the same to be|the said ship and struck the tassel rail and the quar. 


interred at the expense of the city, this day at 12) 
o'clock. The services of the committee for this pur- 
pose, have'therefore become unnecessary ; but they 
earnestly recommend to all classes of their fellow-ci- 
sizens to unite in performing the last offices of hu- 
manity towards the deceased, not only for the pur- 
pose of manifesting the public sorrow, but as a so- 
lemn and impressive téstimony against that system 
of administration, which, regardless of humble pe- 
titions withholds all adequate protection from our 
city and sea-faring brethren, and thereby leaves us 
and them detenceless and exposed to the violence 


EBENEZER STEVENS. 

SAMUEL MANSFIELD. 

SAMUEL GEDNEY. 

ROBERT BOGARDUS. 
Arn 28th, 1806. - 


A pilot-boat full of men, well-armed, sailed on 
Saturday afterrioon in quest of the vessels which 
had been captured at the entrance off Sandy Hook 


actual blockade without any formal declaration of 


of several commercial gentlemen, wlio have also vo- 
lunteered their services on the occasion. 

A latge petiauger, which had sailed early on Sa- 
turday morning with provisions for the blockading 
Squadron, was intercepted by the abeve pilot-boat, 
and compelled to return. The populace assentbled 


ter rail, and killed immediately a man at the helm 
named John Pierce, brother of this deponent who wag 
«hand on board of his vessel. That the deponent can- 
not accurately determine the distance of the said 
sloop from the Leander, but he conjectured it to be 
above a mile. ‘That the deponent then continued hig 
course, and entered the Hook without further moe 
lestation. JESSE PIERCE. 
Sworn 26th April, 1806, 
before De ti itt Clinion. 


Hezekiah Pratt, master of the brig Sally of this 
port, deposes, That as he was approaching the said 
port from St. Thomas’ yesterday evening, and within 
tiventy rods distance from tlie said mentioned sloap, 
he observed the facts stated in the within affidavit 
of captain Pierce, and that to the best of his knowe 
ledge and belief they are true, except the killing of 
the man, of which this deponent has nopersonal 
knowledge. That there were at that time. three 
ships of war in the ofing, and that the one mene 
tioned in the within affidavit was a two decker, and 
the largest. That all the said vessels fired at the 
deponent’s vessel, at least twenty shot in the whole 
—bit that he procceded without coming to, That a 
sloop of war fired at the deponent’s vessel when he 
was about a quarter ofa mile from the shore, and af- 


ter the within mentioned death is said to have ¢e- 


curred. That about twenty sail of vessels were 
coming itito port at the same time, and that up. 
wards of a hundred shots Were fired at the said vege 
sels by the said ships of war. H. PRATT... 











at the wharf toak out the provisions, loaded several 
carts therewithy and paraded through some of the 


Sworn 96th April, 1806, before De Witt Clingon, 
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Indictment of murder—The grand jury, found a,this deponent replied “hewould board him immedi: 
bill on Saturday last, against Henry Whitby, capt. of|ately,” at the same time enquired whether the fri- 
* the Leander, for the morder of Jolin Pierce. _ gate’s boat had boarded him; to him he answered 
4 ok ki  [M ¥. Morn. Chron. |in the negative; that in the Mean time the ship Av- 
. Postscatpt—Jiist as thjs paper was put to press,|rora bore away from under the Cambrian’s lee, and 
ten cart-louds of provisions, which had been procured. hove too again néar the pilot boat, waiting, as this 
in this city for. the Pvitish squadron, now blockad-|deponent supposed, for a pilot; under which im. 
ing our harbor, and which had been arrested on the|pression, he immediately boarded the*Aurora, and 
Way to the ships, and brought back to town,were con-|discovered her to be ini the pessession of a British 
veyed to the Alins-house, amidst the loud huzzas ofjofficer and eight men; that he enquired whether 
the multitude. | [V. ¥. Com. -ldv. |the brig Ceres had been cleared, and received thie 
| —- following reply: “f shall take my own time for that 
: New-York, April 29. |-—give yourselves no further trouble respecting the 

To the Public.—In this critical posture of our na-|vessel or perhaps you may be sent to Halifax,” and 
tional affairs insulted and oppressed as we are by|ordered this deponent instantly to quit the ship ; 
the detested tyrants of the ocean, I have considered |that this deponent then left the said ship, and went 
it my duty to this community, to inform them that{on board his boat, the brig Ceres yet laying close 
the Cominon Council have made an application to|under the guns of the Leander. That after getting 
the President fora naval farce. ‘The followitig me-|on board his boat, the brig Jupiter and the schooner 
morial was unanimously adopted and transmitted!Ccncord (having been cleared by the Driver -and 
_ to the seat of government, by this morning’s mail.|Cambrian) stood for the boat, and this deponent 
TUNIS WORTMAN, boarded the Jupiter, and hailed the schooner, di- 


Clerk of the city and county of Vew-York.|recting the master to follow him, no other pilot be. | 


April 28, 1806. ing in the boat; the brig Ceres and ship Aurora still 
near the British vessels as long as they could be dis. 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. covered by day-light. And this deponent further 
The memorial-of the Mayor, Aldermen and Com-|saith, that he did not, when hailed by the master of 
Tonsity of the city of New-York, the brig Ceres, say ‘he would not board him until 
Respectfully sheweth— regularly dismissed,” but that it was the intention 
That your memorialists repose full confi-|of this deponent to have boarded him if the British 
dence in the wisdom and patriotism of the present|ofticer would have permitted him so to de. : 





administration of the United States. They are sen- ROBERT MITCHELL. 
sible that the general government is disposed to af-| Sworn the 28th day of April, A. D. 1806, before 
ford sufficient and adequate protection to every por-|me, J. LENNINGTON, WN. P. 
tion of the union. ; comin 

A melancholy event has taken place. This day New-Yonk, April 30. 


tonsigns to the grave the remains of John Pierce, al At a special meeting of the Tammany Society or 
fellow citizen inhumanely and wantoniy murdered} Cotumbian Order, convened by order of the Grand 
by the British. Our portis blockaded, our vessels] Sachem, for the purpose of attending the funera} 
intercepted, our seamea impressed, our commerce] of our deceased republican fellow-citizen, John 
interrupted,and our jurisdictional rights most gross-|' Pierce, on Monday, the 28th April, 1806, at 11 
ly violated. A British squadron is now before our| o’clock, pursuant to public notice. 
harbor, evincing a clisposition to renew itS outrages} 1. Resolved, That this society will proceed, at 12 
and to perpetrate additional enermities. o’clock, in a body, to the funeral of our deceased 
We therefore respectfully request that a naval}fellow-citizen above named, whe was murdered by 
force may he immediately stationed at this port, and|the British in our own harbor. 
that three or more American frigates may, without] 2. Resolved, That this society view with the strong. 
delay, be sent for our protection. est sentiments of indignation the conduct of the 
: DE WITT CLINTON. }British in stationing their ships off our harbor, and 
By order of the Common Council, violating our tawfal commerce—And that all those 





T. Worrmay, city clerk. who have been, and are still engaged in such acts of 
piracy, or aiding and abetting in the same, deserve 
To the editor of the Mercantile Advertiser. the execration of everv American. 


SIR—In consequence of a late injurious andun-| 3. Resolved, Thit the society are ready to unbury 
warfantable attack upon me, FI feel it a duty to/the tomahawk whenever their country’s good re- 
submit to the public the following statement ;|quires it. 

Which I beg may have a conspicuous place in your] 4. Resolved, That the thanks of this society be 


paper. ROBERT MYFCHELL. [given to the mayor and corporation of this city, for 
Weare the patriotic and spirited arrangements, adopted by 
Sidte of New York—City of New-York, ss. them on this occasion, and that brothers George I. 


_ We. Mitchell, of the said city, branch pilot, being|Warner, Garret Gilbert and Naptirali Judah, be ap- 
tuily sworn according to law, deposcth and saith, pointed a committee for that purpose. 

*hat on Friday last, about 6 o’clock, rp. x. he was off| 5. Aesdlved, That the standard of the state of 
Sandy Hook, and discovered four sail of American Delaware, of which the deceased was a native, be 
vessels brought too by the British ship of war Lean-thung in black, during the usual days of mourning. 
der, frigate Cambrian and Driver sloop of war, which! 6. Resolved, That the Grand Sachem be request- 
preved to be the ship Aurora, brigs Ceres and Ju-/ed to communieate, to the relatives of ‘the deceased, 
Piter, and schir Concord, not farther distant (as near-/a letter of condolence, expressive of the sentiments 
iy as this deponent could judge) than five miles, $./of the Tammany society on this subject. 
EF. from the light-house; whereupon this deponent| 7. Aesalved, That the proceedings of this society 
immediately made for said veasels, with intent to|be published. By order of the society, 
Boast the first vessel that should be discharged— ' JAMES'D. BISSETT, Sec’rv. 
that he spoke the brig Ceres about pistol shot frone} Season of blossoms, year of 2 
the Leande*, umler her lee (yet lying too) and was} discovery, 314, and of the 
hailed by the captain of the said beig ior a pilot; that! institution, 17. ? 
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“New-York, April 28, 1806. _ 


Sin—“‘Agreeably to a resolution of the ‘Tammany 

Society-or Columbian Order, convened for the pur- 
e of attending the funeral of your deceased. bro- 

ther, 1 hasten to communicaie to you the condolence 
of that society, composed of several hundreds of 
our republican citizens, on the melancholy occasion. 
We have long viewed with indignation the conduct 
of the British in committing'’depredations on our 
lawful commerce, and feel with peculiar sympathy 
towards you and the other relations of the deceased, 
the indignity committed on our national rights ; rest 
assured, sir, that whatever may be your sensations 
as a brother, ours are equally strong, for we feel 
that we too haye lost a brother. His blood be on 
the piratical invaders of our sovereignty ! It swells 
to heaven and calls for the vigorous exertions of eve- 
zy friend to his country to avenge it. 

I remain, very respectfully, your fellow-citizen, 

“WM. MOONEY, Grand Sachem. 
Mr. Jesse Pierce.” 


By Tuomas Jerrrnson, President of the U. States, | 


: A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, satisfactory. information has been re- 
ceived, that Henry Whitby, commanding a British 
armed vessel, called the Leander, did, om tlie twen- 
ty-ninth day of the month of April last past, within 
the waters and jurisdiction of the United States,and 
near to the entrance of the harbor of New-York, by 
acannon shot fired from the said vessel Leander, 
commit a murder on the body of John Pierce, a citi- 
zen of the United States, then pursuing his lawful 
vocations within the same waters and jurisdiction 
of the United States, and near to their shores, and 
that the said Henry Whitby cannot at this time, be 
brought to justice by the ordinary process of law. 

And whereas it doth appear that both before and 
after the said day, sundry trespasses, wrongs, and 
unlawful interruptions and vexations on trading 
vessels coming to the United States, and within 
their waters and vicinity were committed by the said 
armed vessel the Leander, her officers and people, 
by one other armed vessel called the Cambrian, 
commanded by John Nairne, her officers and peo- 
ple, and one other armed vesscl called the Driver, 
commanded by Slingsby Simpson, her officers and 
people, which vessels being all of the same nation, 
were aiding and assisting each other in the trespass- 
es, interruptions and vexations aforesaid. 

Now therefore, to the end that the said Henry 
Whitby may be brought to justice, and due punish- 
ment inflicted for the said murder, 1 do hereby 


intercourse with the said armed vessels, the Lear~ 
der, the C2mbrian, and the Driver, or with any of 
them, and the officers and crews thereof, and do pro- 
hibit all supplies and aid from being furnished them 
or either of them. And I do declare and muke 
known, that if any person, from, or within the. ju- 
risdictional limits of the United States, shall afford 
any aid toeither of the said armed vessels, con- 
trary to the prohibition conteined in this Proclama- 
tion, either in repairing such vessel, or in furnish- 
ing her, her officers or crew, with supplies of any 
kind, or in any manner whatsoever, or if any pilot 
shall assist in navigating any of the said armed ves- 
sels unless it be for the purpose of carrying them 
in the first instance, beyond the limits ahd jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, such person or persons 
shall, on conviction, suffer all the pains and penal- 
tics by the laws provided for such offences; and I 
do hereby enjoin and require all persons bearing 
office civil or military wi#kin the United States, and 
all others, citizens or inWWabitants thereof, ‘or being, 





within the same, with vigilance and promptitude to 
exert their respective authorities, and to be aiding 
and assisting to the carrying this proclamation ang 
every part thereof to the full effect. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 
$i7"S § of the United States to be affixed to these 
So wm = and signed the same with my 

iand. | 
Given at the City of Washington, the third day 
of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and six, and of the sovereignty and imde- 
pendence of -the United Stat es the thirtieth. 


(Signed) TH: JEFFERSON. 
By the President. 
(Signed) James Manson, 


Secretary of State 








Captain Isaac Hull. 
BICGRAPBICAL SKETCH. 


From the Analectic Magazine. 
There are few employments more pleasing and 
useful than that of paying a just tribute to those 
who have honorably distinguished themselves in the 
service of their country. It is pleasing because it 
gives opportunity for the indulgence of merited ad- 
miration; and useful, inasmuch as it serves to sti- 
mulate others to similar exertions, that they may 
obtain similar distinctions. To those, too, who are 
capable of meriting either praise or gratitude, praise 
honorably bestowed, and gratitude expressed with- 





especially enjein and require all officers, having au- 
thority civil or military, and all other persons with-| 
in the limits or jurisdiction of the United States, 
wheresoever the said Henry Whitby may be found, | 
now or hereafter, to apprehend or secure the said 
Henry Whitby, and him safely and diligently deli- 
ver to the civil authority of the place, to be pro- 
ceeded against according to law. 

And Ido hereby further require that the said 
armed vessel the Leander with her other officers’ 
and people, and the said armed vessels the Cam-| 
brian and Driver, their officers and people, immedi-| 
ately and without any delay,depart trom the harbors 
and waters of the United States. And I do forever 
wnterdict the entrance of all the harbors and waters 
of the United States to these armed vessels, and 
other vessels that shall be commanded by the said 
Henry Whitby, John Nairne, and Slingsby Simpson 
or either of them : 

And if the said vessels or either of them, shall 


fail to depart as aforesaid, or shall re-enter the-har- 





dors or waters aforesaid, I do in that case forbid all 


out exaggeration, are the most pleasing and heart- 
felt rewards that a people can bestow. Titles may 
for a while give a short-lived gratification, by attract- 
ing the wondering gaze of vulgar admiration; but 
the purest, the noblest, and the most lasting reward 
of virtuous heroism is to be found in the applauding 
tongues, and grateful bearts of our countrymen. 

Public curiosity, with regard to the lives of indi- 
viduals who have distinguished themselves in honor- 
able pursuits, is a sort of indirect praise ; for we 
seldom feel a disposition to inquire into the charac- 
ter and actions of any man, until he has performed 
something that excites our admiration. This uni- 
versal curiosity, when called forth by praise-wo1- 
thy achievements, is an honorable testimony ‘to the 
merit. of him who excites it, and as such ought to 
be gratified. oe 

We therefore feel much pleasure in offering to ofr 
readers such particulars o¥ the gallant officer whose 
portrait accompanies the present number, as have 
come to our knowledge, regretting at the same-time 
that our information is not more ample. 
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~ Captain Isaac Hurt was born at Derby, a small 
town in the state of Connecticut; about ten miles 
from New-!Haven. He is a sonof the gentleman who 
distinguished himself in the capture of some whale 


boats in the sound during the late war, Choosing 


the sea for the exercise of his profession, he enter- 
ed, soon after leaving school, on board a merchant 
‘vessel, and in due course became master of a ship. 


’ Fle was in this situation at the first establishment of 


the navy,-and, at that time, received the appoint- 
ment of a lieutenant. In this capacity he always 
tanked high as an excellent seaman ; an attentive and 


vigilant officer. Fhe situation of the United States 


for some years past, it is well known, afforded lit- 
tle opportunity forthe acquisition of either naval or 
military reputation; er to obtain any other distinc- 
tion than that which arises from an attentive dis- 
eharge of aa officer’s daily duties. It is only, there- 
fore, since the declaration of war with Great Britain, 


that captain Hfdl has be@me the object of public 


attention, by two brilliant exploits; the one exhit- 
ing an instance of admirable skill as a seaman, and 
the other, of his gallantry as an officer. 

Leaying the Cheszpeake bay on the 12th of July 
last, in the Constitution, of 44 runs, he, on the 17th, 


© fell close in with a British squadron, consisting of 


one ship of the line, four frigates, a brig and a 
schooner, the nearest frigate within gun-shot. It 
was a dead calm, and the only head-way to be made 


Svas by towing. The enemy attached all his boats 


to two firigates, and by so doing gained on the Con- 
stitution, so as to bring some of his bow guns to 
bear cn her. In this situation they continued ail day, 
the Constitution occasionally firing her stern chasers: 
and it was not until the next morning that a light 
breeze enzbled her to escape from an énemy sp su- 
perior in force as to render a contest desperate. The 
whole cliase lasted sixty hours, and during all.that 
time the gallant crew remained at their stations 
Without «murmur. Nothing, we think, can eyince 
a more decided superiority of activity and skill, on 
the part of the Americans, than this extraordinary 
escape from two frigates, towed by the boats of a 
squadron of seven vessels, It is related on good au- 
thority that the enemv himself expressed his admi- 
ration of the skill with which captain Hull maneuv- 
red his vessel and etected his escape. 

The public notice tcken of this. affair and the 
praises Lestowed on capt. Hull induced him, on ar- 
riving at Bostos, to inseyt the following card on the 
books of the Excliange Coffee-house. 

{Here follows a card from capt. Hull, inserted in 
the Res:s7rx, attributing the chief merit of this af- 
fair to his officers and crew. } 

It wus naturally to be expected, thata man, who 
had the honest pride to decline monopolizing that 
praise, which, he was conscious ought to be shared 
with others, would, when opportunity offered, dis- 
-tinguish hunself m the most henorable manner.— 
Those who are themselves conscious of desert, are 
the last to claim that praise which belongs to others; 
and those who féel a capacity to acquire reputation, 
are ever the mast Jiberal in according it to others. 
dt is only little, stinted minds that are anxious to 
claim that glory which they can only gain by de- 

rauding their ussociites; liberal hearts are not 
afraid to resign what they can so easily acquire : 

Accordingly, we find captain Hull, on the 19th of 
the ensuing’ August, with the sanie vessel, the same 
officers, and the sume crew, falling in with a large 
frigate, which struck to him after’a close action of 
3¢ thinutes. Shg proyed to be his Beitunnic majes- 
t}’s ship the Guerrigre, rated at 38 guns, and Carry 


in? 50.;. commanded by capt. J, . Dacres, who sqipe 


Hips Heswre hud politely endorsed onthe register of! 





a merchani ship,an invitation to capt.Hull to give him 
a meeting of this kind. | 

In this action, where there was a vast disparity of 
loss on the part of the enemy, we think we can trace 
some of captain Hull’s gencrous self-denial, on his 
ofticers and crew. Whatever may be the fashion of 
considering soldiers and sailors as mere machines, 
without capacity of being operated upon by any ex. 
citement but that of the fear of punishment, we 
are convinced that all men, high or low, are fond of 
glory, and that this fondness is one of the strongest 
incitements to brave actions, even in the-most com. 
mon minds. “Mere discipline, however indispensa- 
ble it. may be to constitute a soldier or sailor, is 
but a tame inspirer, when compared with the in- 
pulse given by the hope and expectation of renown, 
It was from this conviction, that all the distinguish- 
ed commanders we ever heard or réad of, Were 
careful to celebrate the valor of their officers and 
soldiers, and to bestow on them the glory of every 
action. Men, let them be what they may, wilFas.- 
suredly make greater sacrifices and exertions in an 
engagement where, if they conquer, they share the 
glory, than if it is all to be given to the command- 
er, letthem love him ever so well. Smajl as may 
be the portion of this glory which falls te the share 
of each man, still we are to consider, thatthough 
he is not individually named in the records of the 
times, or transmitted to future periods in the page 
of history, yet in that little circle by which every 
being, however insignificant, is surrounded, -he 
moves an object of wonder, and is a hero among the 
little men of his little world. In our minds, there- 
fore, that commander, not only displays his magna- 
nimity, but his knowledge of mankind, who assigns 
a large portion of his fame to his followers. “They 
will fight the better for it, and the world will make 
him ample amends for his generosity, inasmuch as 
this liberal self-denial is a much more rare. and he- 
ate quality than mere personal courage or military 
Sill. 

Captain Hull has not been at sea since his return 
from the cruise which terminated in the capture of 
the Gucerriere, having been, we understand, em- 
ployed in settling the uffuirs of a deceased brotlier, 
it was reported, but without foundation, that he Was 
under some disgust at the command of the Constitu- 
tion being assigned to capt. Bainbridge, who, as his 
senior officer, had undoubtedly a right to claim it 
according to the etiquette of the service. Captain 
Hull, we are confident, knows too well the duty 
which he owes to his country in this period of dan- 
ger, to desert his colors. The sailor as well as the 
soldier is a man who in war, by defending his coun- 
try, makes her amends for the care she extends to 
him in the time of peace. Their duties are reci- 
procal, and we think the officer who in time of war 
retires permanently from a station where he —has 
been placed in time of peace, ought to have the 
strongest motives for sucha desertion, 

This gallant officer is still in the yigor of life ; of 
pleasing, unaffected manners ; and of unblemished 
reputation in all the relations of social life, 

In reverting to ‘the victory obtained by captain 
Hull, over one of the finest frigates in the ‘British 
navy, we cannot but view it as one of the most im- 
portant events that has occurred in the history of 
this country for many years past; important not 
from the loss sustained by the enemy im this single 
ship, but from jts effects in having ma great mea- 
suve dissolved an enchantment under which the peo- 
ple of the United States had-so long lahored with 
regard to the unequalled skill and prowess of the 
British sailors. Wathout giving into the visionary 


fully of ‘those who. anticipate the dqwnfall of the 
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_ for the most part we receive all.our early impres- 
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British navy, by the exertions of our little fleet; 
we hail this event as the dawning of a glorious cra 
for our country; as the parent of a well-founded con- 
fidence in ourselves, without which neither nations, 
or individuels can ever be distinguished. 
' Dazzled and awed as we have been by the glory 
of England, in hér naval victories over France, Spain 
and, Holland, and fascinated. with the. splendid 
achievements of a Nelson,ourimaginations had been 
infected witha sort of superstitious reverence.— 
Tie power, the wealth, the lion-hearted prowess, 
the eminen¢e in literature and the arts, of that illus- 
trious nation, have ever been the theme of wonder 
in this youthful country. With the fond credulity 
of a child, she has been ready to receive the most 
exaggerated impressions of a nation to whom she 
once looked up as to a parent. When Britain lost 
the government of these colonies, she retained 
through the instrumentality of ler writers, aw influ- 
ence over our minds, deep, lasting, and invincible. 
Her historians, philosophers and poets, still keep 
possession of our understanding, our imagination, 


andour hearts; and there is hardly a reader in Ame-| 


tica that does not still cherish in his bosom a pure 
and respectful affection for the soil at least that 
produced such inestimable fruitsof genius. Indeed 


sions of mankind, and ef the world at large, from 
the wrtrs of Great Britain, and are accustomed 
to submit to their decisions, not more fiom reason 
than from a habit which has grown up with us from 
the cradle. This cordial sensation, united with this 
early habit, naturally disposes us to receive, without 
enquiry the most extravagant opinions in favor of 
that country. Authors in every nation, except this, 


and it will generally cherish that opinion when the 
foundation on which it was first erected has moui- 
dered away. Nations often retain this superiority 
inthe, minds of men, long after the circumstances 
in which it originated have ceased to exist, and live 
upon their hereditary renown, as,aman hives upon 
lus credit when his capital is exhausted. To reason 
against established habits is a vain undertaking, and 
even demonstration, though it may produce convic= 
tion, often fails to produce acknowledgment ; for 
there is a pride inhuman nature that. revolts from 
a confession. of error. ee 
The foregoing observations are intended to apply 
to thoseevents which have taken place at the very 
outset of our naval career. We believe there was 
scarcely a man in this country,exceptour gallant off, 
cers themselves, whe did not look towards the event 
of a contest on the ocean, with British sailors, with 
a compurative degree of despondency. Even the 
most eiastic muids sunk under the overwhelmmg 
idea of British naval prowess, and these who were 
the most sanguine, just scarcely hoped that if a sin- 
gle vessel of the U. States encountered an equal 
force of the enemy, whatever might be the event, 
there would be no loss of honor on either side. They 
did not consider that we were too enterprising, too 
amphibious, too much in fact, of Englishmen in our 
habits, to be easily overpowered ; and every may 
must remember; every man that has’'a spark of 
feeling for his country’s henor. must indelibly re- 
member with what a mixture of surprise and delight 
lic first heard of the capture of the Guerriere, aé 
chieved, as it was, with almost the celerity of mas 
gic. To have escaped on equal terms ; to have made 
it a drawn battic, would almost have been considers 





if they wish to become popular, must in. some res- 
pects, flatter the vanity of their countrymen, and 


edatriumph: but tohave taken onesof England’s 


finest frigates, and conquered one of her most boast- 


adininister a little occasional adulation. The histo-;ed and boasting heroes, inequal fight, in thirty mi 


tian, if he does not absolutely falsify events, will 
Naturally so detail them as to gild the successes and 
varnish the defeats of his friends; while the poet 
Wall swell their achievements toa magnitude utterly 
disproportionate to their real dimensions. Those 
who. compare and examine the events thus celcbrat- 
ed, can easily reduce them to the standard of im- 
partial truth; but with the majority of readers they 
pass for irrefragible chronicles. 

From these causes had arisen what we conceive 
Was an exaggerated opinion of the superior skill 
and prowess of the British sailors, compared with 
our own unpretending tars, who as yet hardly know 
the extent of their own power. 


‘nutes, and with so little comparative loss, was an 
‘event that could scarcely be realized. From that 
moment the enchantment under whieh we had so 
long lain spell-bound, was .lissolved; the spectres 
that had haunted us from the cradle upwards, va- 
nished like shadows at the dawn of day; and we 
ifirmly believe our country at that moment received 
into her hosom a spark, which, at some future peri- 
od, will animate her to deeds that will realise this 
first promise of her youth. 

This victory, though in itself an object of appa- 
rent insignificance, we look upon as one of those 
events which have a lasting influence upon the cha- 
racter and destinies of nations. It has disclosed to 


Every man of the least observation is aware of} Us an invaluable secret, and given a shock to that 


the tyranny which early and long cherished opini- 
ons exercise over the human mind, and of the in- 
tensity of thought and labor of enquiry necessary | ) 1 oppre A 
Our reason once {noble example for the imitation of our gallant offi- 


to free us from their dominion. 
brought into subjection to the belief of what is ei- 
ther true or false, is prone to submit with quiet and 
indolent resignation, rather than undergo the trou- 
ble of further exertion. This is more especially 
the case with opinions implanted early in life, when 
feason unfortified by experience or reflection, is as- 
Sailable on all sides, and is overcome, not by the 
force of the attack, but by the weakness of the re- 
Sistance. The mind of man has this analogy to his 
body, that if once completely subjected, it loses 
that elastic vigor and energy which are necessary 
toregain its freedom, and either quietly acquiesces 





superstitious veneration for British naval supremacy 
under which the minds of the people of the United 
States have so long been oppressed. It constitutes a 


cers, who we are, however, convinced, do not. re- 
quire the excitement; and it has given a corfidence 
which in the hour of batile is of incalculable infiu- 
ence. This confidence ivom being at first the conse- 
guence of victory, becomes afterwards a cause s and 
we believe has hitherto been one great moving prin- 
ciple of the uniform. successes of the British navy. 
The influence of captain Hul!’s victory is apparent 
in the eyes of our otheersand seamen; we see them 
exalted in their own estimation, and in that of their 
countrymen ; proud of their profession, and zealous 
to emulate.the glory .of that gallant achievement. 


° . . . ‘ . > ; F< ys sy > ‘ ’ vs es ") ’ 
in its vassalage, or resists with such weakness and\The subsequent instances ef similar victories will 


indecision, as serves only to rivet its chains. 

The effect of long established opinions on the desti- 
nies of mankind, is sometimes altogether extraordina- 
ry. Onee let a nation adopt an opinion thatany other 


auld vigor to these eftects and do much to form ¢ 
national character, which will render our country 
respectable abroad, and honored by ,her own citi- 
zens. They, form a little preciows hoard of nation; 





nation is its superior in Valor, force or military skil!,'glory rouid which our heaats wail rallyat all umes, 
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+ ccpwe have 


j ~. MISCELLANEOUS, . © : 

RosstaN MepiaTion.—Mr. Swershkoff, counsellor 
of the Russian legation, near the U States, arrived 
at Norfolk, on Sunday, the Qist ult. He was fur- 
nished with a flag of truce, and immediately pro- 
ceeded on hoard the Marlborough, of 74guns. To 
the husiness there transacted, bury rumor has given 

reat importance—so much as to intimate that an 
armistice will be immediately signed, with a view 


the service of the United States, under gen. Harri- 
abit: SAMS cik fanit t,o ae ; 

alist of promotions, &c. in the ar. 
my of the United States, made during the last ses- 
sion of congress—but expecting a complete roll of 


t + 
- 


persons’ holding employment under government, 


postpone its insertion for the present. 
BLOCKADE OF THE DELAWARE. 


Many little brushes happen between-our armed . 


private vessels and the tenders, &c. of the enemy.— 


The escape of some of our vessels shews the cool . 





of negociating for peace—the ministers for that pur- 


pose to meet at Sr. /etersburg. But we believe there} ner. 


will not-be an armistice. | 
The loan to the United States, of half a million of| 
dollars, proposed in tlie senate of this state, is re- 
fused by the haquse of representatives, on the plea| 
that all the resources of the state are wanted for tts | 
own particular defence, in addition to what can be 
obtained from the general government. And we are 
therefore to infer, we presume, that the supplies re- 
quirec Of our state executive, in cases of emergen- 
cy, willbe promptly «nd liberally furnished. 
New-York Col. 


courage of our people in a very remarkable man- 
‘Lhe British have no possible 
them but by overwhelming them. | | 

It is stated that 1000 Pennsylvania militia are to 
rendezvous at Philadelphia, under. the command of 
gen. Bloomfield, oom 


The following ‘correspondence was received-at 


Wilmington from. Lewistown, last evening, by the- 
\Dover mail. 


Hrav Quarters, Lewis, March 23d, 1813. 
SIR—As the governor of the state of Delaware, 





Further to aid in repelling the enemy, the corpo- 
fation of New-York have granted permission to Gen. 
Izardto erect a temporary breast-work around the 
battery. Very heavy cannon. are to be stationed at 
short intervals. 

The marshal of New-York has taken into custody 
a number of British subjects for disregarding his 
repeated notices for removal. His example might 
be followed to advantage in other places. These folks 
have so long been accustomed to interfere in-our 
elections, &c, that nothing but force will reach their 
modesty, or learn them to respect the law. 

A wag proposes to petition the secretary of the 
navy to direct the commanding officers of our pub- 
lic vessels to use only one half of their accustomed 
quantity of powder, that they may take the British 
ships “alive”? The Guerriere, Javaand Peacock, 
would have made a pretty addition to the U. States 
navy, if Hull, Bainbridge and Lawrence had not 
mauled them so unmercifully. 

It is stated that the British have prohibited the 
exportation of news and news-papers to America. 
This will be severely felt by the manufacturers at 
“home” as well as by the retailers-in the United 
States. 

One million and ahalf of dollars, of the loan for 
1813, have been actually subscribed in Baltimore, 
and proposals are made to the secretary of the trea- 
sury to take a like sum—say three millions in all. 

The strong fort lately erected by gen, Harrison, at 
the Rapids, is called Fort Meigs, in compliment to 
the patriotic governor of Ohio. It is beautifully si- 
tuated,and wel] supplied with cannon and all the mu- 
nitions of war. The army is considered as perfect- 
ly secure. By the last accounts the troops stationed 
there consisted of the Pennsylvania and Virginia 
brigades, col. Campbell’s regulars, capt. Cushing’s 
artillery, and the Petersburg, Pittsburg and Greens- 
burg volunteers. Gen. Harrison was on his way from 
Chili¢othe to Cincinnati the last accounts we had 
of him, urging forward the troops from Ohio and 
Kentucky, 

The legislature of Pennsylvania have directed the 
purchase of 2000 copies of col, Duane’s “hand book 
for infantry,” and also 100 copies of his treatise for 
riflemen. By general orders, these systems are di- 
rected to be used in all the armies of the United 
States, : 

An act has also passed granting a bounty of $20 


cach, to the militia and volunteers of that state, ip 


and the commander of its -military. force, I improve 
the exrliest time afforded me, since my arrival at 
‘this place, of acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th inst. directed to the chief! magis- 
trateof Lewis. | my 

The respect which generous. and magnanimous 
nations, even when they are enemiesytake pride in 
cherishing towards each other, enjoins it upon me 
as a duty Lowe to the state, over which I have the: 
honor at this time to preside, to the government of 
which this state is a member, and tothe civilized 
world, to enquire of you, whether, upon further and 


tempt the destruction of this town. 

I shall, probably, this evening receive your reply 
to the present communication, and your determina-- 
ition of executing or relinquishing the demand men- 
‘tioned in your letter of the 16th inst... If that de~ 
mand js still insisted upon, I have only to observe 
ito you, that a compliance would be an immediate 
violation of the laws of my country, and an eternal 
stigma on the nation of which I am a citizen: ae 
compliance, therefore, cannot be acceded to. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HASLET, 
Governor of the State of Delaware. 





. 


His Britannic Majesty's ship Poictiers, 
In the mouth of the Delaware, March 23. 

SIR—In reply to your letter received to-day by a 
flag of truce, in answer to mine of the 16th inst. I 
have to observe, that the demand I have made upon 
Lewistown js, in my opinion, neither ungenerous nor 
wanting in that magnanimity which one nation 
ought to observe to another. with which it is at 
war. 

Itis in my power ta destroy your town, and the 
request I have made upon it, as the price of its se- 
curity, is neither distressing nor unusual. I must, 
therefore, persist: and whatever sufferings may fall 
upon the inhabitants of Lewis, must be attributed 
to yourselves, by not complying with a request so 
easily acquiesced in, 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

J. P. BERRESFORD, Commedore, 
and commander of the British equa 
dron in the Delaware. 

To the hon. Josrpa Hasuert, 

Governor of The State of Dela 
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way of managing 


WILMINGTON, pv. March 26. +» 


more mature reflection, you continue resolved to at. . 
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BLOCKADE OF THE CHESAPEAKE, 


. On the afternoon of the 20th ult. capt. Stuart of 
the Constellation, manned nine of the gun-boats, and 


‘proceeded from Worfolk for the purpose of attacking 
a frigate then lying at the mouth of James River ; 


place, [ Buffaloe} the.account of her sufferings during 
three months slavery among the Indians and:three 
months imprisonment amongst their allies, would 
make a mast interesting volume ; one circumstance 
alone I will mention. During five days after she was 


t,on discovering the flotilla, a great number of}taken prisoner, she-had not the least sustenance and 


. British boats were immediately dispatched from the 


Squadron to tow the frigate “out of harms way”— 


_ and she thus escaped acontest. Tlie British appear 
_ to have a very respectable opinion of the gun-boats. 


The enemy was reinforced by two heavy irigates on 
the 22nd. \ 

A ship and two brigs lying in James River have 
been seized by the British. ‘They were laden with 
fiour for Cadiz. The captains were on shore and 


had their protections [licenses] with them ; and 


the admiral says they are, theretore, good prizes. 

The Spanish schooner Santa Margaretta, from St. 
Jago for Baltimore, was turned off by the blockading 
squadron seme days since. After being at scaa few 
days, on her way to some other port, experienced a 
heavy gale, in which she carried away her mainmast, 
put back in the bay, when the squadron had a survey 
on her, and permitted her to pass for any other port 
in the bay but Baltimore. She arrived at Norfolk on 
Monday last. 

A letter from Norfolk, of the 29th of March, says: 
**Yesterday all the English vessels sailed from Hamp- 
ton Roads, report says, to Lynhaven bay. A boat 
has this moment arrived from Hampton, with infor- 


mation that not a frigate is to be seen. Thirty-six | 


of the Englishmen ran away, and got safe to Mamp- 
ton yesterday in a tender.” 
MILITARY. 

Zen. Harrison was at Chilicothe the 20th inst. He 
expected to proceed to Cincinnati, His efforts are 
to hurry on and prepare the troops for the spring 
campaign. Thefort at the Rapids is spoken of as 
amply competent to the purposes of defence; the 
yoads are at present nearly impassable, and the lake 
is full of great sheets of floating ice. So that an 
attack can hardly be expected, though all prepara- 
tion is made to meet one. 

It is stated major-general Ogden (governor of New 
Jersey) is to take the fixed command of the import- 
ant post of New-York—and that major-gen. Hump- 
fon is to command at Nortolk. It is probable that 
major-general Wilkinson will head the army of the 
Centre, the commander in chief, gen. Dearborn, be- 
ing with the army of the north. It is pleasant to 
hear of the increased vigor with which all the af- 
fairs of the army are latterly managed. Col. Win. 
Duane, of Philadelphia, has been appointed adju- 
tani-geveral. Colonels Izard and Z. Pike are pro- 
moted to brigadiers. 

Jt appears that the British have again taken pos- 
session of Ordensburg, declaring the country for fifty 
miles round to be tligirs ! The inhabitants have 
chicfly abandoned the village; many have retired to 
Cooper’s-town, to which place the post-vilice has 
been removed. 

Five hundred Maryland militia are to be stationed 
at .dnnapolis, by the requisition of the President of 
the United States on the executive of the state. 

Buffalo, March 9.—On Saturday last, while a leu: 
tenant and an ensign, and eight privates, belonging 
t6 the regular army, were in pursuit of a deserter, 
who was making for the Canada shore on the ice, 
five sleighs, with troops on board, passed up from 





Fort Evie, pursued and took the party. in pursuit of 


the deserter; only one making his escape, 
SAVAGE BARBARITY ! 
Mrs. Helm, the wife of lieut. Helm, who escaped 
from the batchery of the garrison of Chicauga, by 
the assistance of a humane Indian,has arrived at this 


was compelled to drag a canoe, (barefooted and wad. 
ing along the steam) jn which there were some 
squaws, and when she demanded. food, some flesh 
ot her murdered countrymen and apiece of colonel 
Wells’ heart wes offered her. She knows the fect, 
that col. Proctor the British commander, at Malden 
bought the scalps of our murdered garrison of Chi- 
cauga, and thanks, to her noble spirit, she boldly 
charged him with his infamy in his own house—She 
knows further, from the tribe with whom she was 
a prisoner, and who were perpetrators of those mur 
ders, that they intended to remain true, but that 
they received orders from the British, to cut off our 
garrison whom they were to escort. . 
Oh! spirits of the murdered Americans ean ye 
not rouse your countrymen, your friends, your rela- 
tions, to take ample vengeance on those worse than 
savage blood-hounds ? AN OFFICER. 
March 8, 1813. ' 


KENTUCKY PATRIOTISM. 
|Extract from a circnlar of a commitiee of the lerisla- 
| ture of Kentucky, to their constituents, since the de- 
| feat of General Winchester. 
| An act has passed, authorising the governor to 
‘organize and detach to the number of 3000 of the 
‘militia of this state, for any term of time not ex. 
ceeding six months, to be employed either in this 
state, or in the service of the United Stutes. Also a 
resolution requesting him to take the command 
thereof, if it shall meet with his approbation. 
Fellow citizens,~The fate of our volunteers that 
have recently fallen by the enemy, and the situation 
of those that still remain under the command of 
(sen. Harrison, demand more of us than the sympa- 
thetic tear—some measure more efficient than that 
of mourning must de resorted to. It is expected 
that an immediate call will be made once more up- 
‘on the patriotism of Kentucky, for another requi- 
‘sition of volunteers. Ovun VENERABLE GoyERNOR 
\—the distinguished hero of King’s Biountain, will 
ilead his western sons on to battle, and give them an 
opportunity of avenging the death of their brothers. 
| We should soar above misfortune and surmount all 
\difficulties at times like the present—who can ré- 
{main inactive at home, while our fellow-citizens are 
(falling victims to a rapacious enemy? Then obey 
ithe cail—let us fiy to the standard of our country— 
looking to nim for support, who rules the destinies 
of the worid. 








DAVID THOMSON, 
ROBERT JOHNSON, 
B. S. CHAMBERS. 


Awnapotis, March 24. 
Generar Onners—Head- Quarters, 

Government-House, March 17, 1813. 
The volunteers and draughts composing this 
State’s quota of one hundred thousand militja, di- 
,rected by a law of Congress, passed April 10, 1812, 
\will hold themselves in readiness to march on the 
shortest notice, except so many of them as have al- 
ready performed atour of duty. The officers of 
the militia generally, but more particularly those of 
the volunteer infantry and cavalry, will attentively 
inspect the arms of their respective corps, and_ se¢ 
that they are in the best possible order for service. 
The officers of the militia m general, near the wa- 
ters of the Chesapeake and its tributary rivers, and 
gn the seaboard, will be on the alert, to discover aid 











™ 
Ly 
¥ 
id 
> 4 
f: 
2 


ee, ae th lO Ut we OD ma fe Oy 








ring 


Ould 
neg 
Wag 
and 
vad. 
ome 
lesh 
nel 
2et, 
den 
vhis 
idly 
She 
Was 
ju 
hat 
our 


ye 


nan 
la. 


to 
he 


*X. 


HS 








THE WEEKLY REGISTER--EVENTS OF THE WAR. 83. 








repel any depredations which may be attempted by concentrating their light forces en the right and 


By order, : 
JOHN GASSAWAY, 
eh _ Adjutant-general. 
BATTLE OF FRENCHTOWN. : 

From the Kentucky Reporter of March 13, 1813. 

STaTEMENT.—-The public mind is ever anxious 
about events which excite interest, and about none 
js it more solicitous than those which relate to bat- 
ties either won or lost. Upon such occasions it is 
almost impossible to prevent misrepresentation from 
going abroad, or to induce public feeling to wait up- 
on the convictions of evidence, for those opinions 
which it is desirable on similar occasions should rest 
upon no other foundation. 

Therefore to silence conjecture, prevent mistate- 
ment as far as may be practicable, and fix the pub- 
lic eye on some facts relative to the late action at 
Frenchtown, we, the undersigned officers, who were 
engaged in the battle, have deemed it proper to 
make the following statement, which presents, so 
fur as it extends, a true picture of the transaction 
as it transpired on the day of battle. 

On the 22d of Jan. 1813, a detachment from the 
North-Western army, under the command of briga- 
dier-general James Winchester, was attacked in 
their camp, by a force combined of British regulars, 
Canadian militia, and Indians. So far as ceuld be 
ascertained, the number of the assailants engaged 
amounted to 15090, supported by six pieces of artil- 
Jery. Our own number was about 8y0. The attack 
commenced about the break of day, by a heavy fire 
of musquetry, and the constant discharge of several 
field pieces; and was sustained on our part with 
great firmness and good order for a quarter of an 
hour, when it was discovered that a portion of our 
troops, more exposed than the rest, were giving 
ground, for the purpose of forming in a situation 
less exposed to the fire of the enemy and more favor- 
able io their own. 

Just at-this moment, general Winchester arrived 
at the place of conflict; his quarters being at the 
distance of three or four hundred yards trom the 
camp. Having reached the scene of battle at this 
juncture, his attention was consequently first drawn 
to the formation of that portion of his force which 
had left the lines; and which he never lost hope of 
effecting until they had retreated too far to return, 
and it was also discovered that a large body of In- 


the enemy. 


dians had possessed themselves of the woods on each | 


flank and were fast gaining the front. These sa- 
vages had taken post early in the action, for the pur- 
pose of preventing retreat, and were only discover- 
ed in such numbers, when it was too late to regain 
the temporary breast-work, from behind which the 
balance of our troops were engaged with the enemy. 
To form this portion of our force in order of battle, 
every possible effort was repeatedly essayed by the 
general and other officers who accompanied him on 
that occasion, without effect, until the few who re- 
mained with the party, overpowered by numbers, 
submitted as prisoners. 

Having veturned to the field where the action 
commenced, and browght to the commanding officer 
of the British forces, it was apparent that our forces 
who still were engaged, under cover of a temporary 
breast-work, were defending themselves in a state 
of desperation against a great superiority of num- 
bers aided by six pieces of artillery. 

In a situation thus critical, the general was in- 
duced to surrender the few troops who remained as 
prisoners of war, on condition that their lives and 
private property should be protected. ‘T'wo causes 
weigh tily impelled to this determination; our own 


left, determined to set the town on fire with ther 


artillery ; and secondly, assurances were given that 
if driven to that extremity no responsibility could 
be assumed for the conduct of the savages; who 
then surrounded the place in great nambers. To re 
treat was impossible. No 
surrender or a general massacre. The former was 
deemed most advisable, and was agreed to on the 
conditions before stated, 384 of our men who res 
mained behind the garden fence, exclusive of non- 
commissioned officers and those bearing commis- 
sions, were surrendered as prisoners of war. The 
minutie of the battle will appear in the report of 
the general hereafter. These leading facts it was 
deemed proper to state, that the public might-noft 
be ignorant of the general character of a transde- 
tion about which much anxiety will doubtless be 

witnessed. cal 
WILLIAM LEWIS, com. 5th Rt. K: V. M. 
GEO. MADISON, major. 2d bat. Ist R. Rt. 

. JAMES GARRARD, jr. brigade inspector. 
JOHN M‘CALLA, acting adj. detachment. 
POLLARD KEENE, quarter-master. 

. JOHN TODD, surgeon 5th regt. K. M. 
RICHD. HIGHTOWER, capt. 17th Rt.U.S.¥. 
SAML. WILLIAMS, capt. 5th Rt. K. V. M. 
C. A. COLLIERS, capt. Ist Rt, K. ¥. M. 

R. BLEDSOE, capt. Ist rifie Rt. K. ¥. M. 
JOSEPH KELLY, capt. 5th Rt. I. 
C. N. HOLDER, Ist. Licut/ 17th Rt. U. S.&, 
L. COMSTOCK, lieut. 5th regiment. 
WILLIAM M‘GUOIRE, lieut. 5th Rt. KV, 
WILLIAM H. MOORE, lieut. 5th Regt. 
JOHN HIGGINS, lieut. Sthregt. © 
W. O. BUTLER, ensign 2d regt. U. S.E. 
J. L. BEARIN, ensign 5th regiment. 
JOSEPH HARROW, ensign 5th regt: 
JOHN BOTTE, ensign 5th regt. K. V. 
W™M. RASH, ensign 5th regiment. 
WM. FLEET, ensign Ist regt.K.M. - 
URIEL SEBREE, capt. Istregt. K. V. M. 
NAVAL. 
A New-London paper says that a ship of 22 guns, 
'a brig of 18 guns and a schooner of 5 guns, were 
cruizing between Rhode-Island and Montaug Point, 
blockading Long-Island sound.. We presume they 
will not remain-there a great while. 
A large fleet consisting of 8 ships of the line and 
several frigates, is said to have been spoken 10 or 12 
idays ago, direct from England for the American 
coast. , 
Capt. Hutt has gone to Portsmouth to superintend 
the building of a 74 and frigate at that place, and 
com. Barnsringe is to superintend the building of 
a 74 in Charlestown. 
FIFTH NAVAL VICTORY. 

After a considerable number of last week’s Reets- 
TER had been worked off, we stopped the press to 
insert a short postcript to inform our readers of ano- 
ther glorious victory. We have now the pleasure of 
presenting the official account of the battle between 
the Hornet and Peacock. 

This affair (as they say, on some parts of the eas- 
tern shore of Maryland, of things super-excelient) is, 
indeed, the “cap-sheaf” of all; and, without meta- 
phor, we are really at a loss to find words to utter 
our feelings respecting it. Lawrence has done no- 
thing more than it was belicved he would do ; or 
than any other officer of his. rank in the service would 
have done, the golden opportunity being afforded— 
but it is with inexpressibie joy that we find the 
well-deserved fame our gallant seamen is so ably 








Mamunition was nearly exhausted, the enemy was 


rons by this contest ; while the proud-enemy, 
who spoke of our vessels as being manned by. “‘bas- 


ternative remained but — 
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fards and blackguards” has suffered—more, much ae cruizing off that coast from the 15th until the 


more, than we could have desired. If we look at 


22d of February, without meeting a vessel, I stood 


the difference of effect in the fire of these vessels,|for Demarara with an intention, should I not be for. 
as well as on all former occasions, perhaps, (without/tunate on that station, to run through the W. Indies 


making ourselves liable to the charge of canting hy- 

pocricy,) we mightbe permitted to say, it appears 

as if anover-ruliny Providence had, indeed, interfered 
in behalf of injured “sailor’s rights.” : 

It is important to enquire what may be the con- 
sequence of these splendid victories. W21il the ene- 
my learn wisdom, and cease those measures of op- 
pression that are driving us into a maritime power? 
Or, will passion rule, and rage direct the annihilation 
of our little navy, by a grand exertion of strength, 
instead of suffering the chance of manly comb:ut »— 
The Sritish character is lost—it cannot be regained 
—it will not be te her glory if a 74 gun ship shall 
take one of our frigates—and, if they do, the pur- 
chase will be dearly mad>. Already the British 
seamen know the effect of our fire; and bold as they 
are, they tremble when the stripes appear. We are 
assured that the fight between the Constitution and 
Java had hardly begun, before the crew of the lat- 
ter calculated on being dreadfully mauled and 
beaten; on board the Peacock the same sort of 
ideas prevailed. The strange slaughter that has 
been made on board “his majesty’s ships,’ is 
enough to appal the stoutest heart ; and, disaffect- 
ed as the British seamen are, they never will willing- 
ly engage an American vessel of an equality of 
force. To “beat a Frenchman,” they think a com- 
mon duty, and they obey with alacrity; but to fight 
an American is a new business, in which, as yet, 
they have met with nothing but disasters. 

It is more than probable that these victories will 
be the cause-of uringing on our coast every 74 gun 
ship the enemy can spare ; witha view at least, of 
blockading our frigates if they cannot destroy them. 
On the turn of events in Europe in the spring, will 
materially depend the quantum of force they will 
be able to send for this object. Our opinion is, they 
will find enough to do nearer home. In the mean 
time, good furiune with our own exertions, may in- 
crease our naval force; and the enemy will be di- 
verted by our vessels sailing singly, as we Jearn it is 
designed they shall do. 

Copy of a letter from capt. James Lawrence, of the 
United States’ sloop of war Hornet, to the secretary 
of the navy: 

Unizrep States’ snip Horner, 
Holmes’ Hole, March 19, 1813. 

S:n—I have the honor to inform you of the arrival 
at this port, of the United States’ ship Hornet, un- 
der imy command, from a cruise of 145 days, and to 
state to you that after commodore Bainbridge lIecft 
the coast of Brazils (Jan. 6) I continued off the har- 
bor of St. Salvador, blockading the Bonne Citoyenne 
until the 24th, when the Montague 74 hove in sight, 
and chased me into the harbor; bat, night coming 
on, I wore and stood out to the southward. Know- 
ing that she had left Rio Janeiro for the express 
purpose of relieving the Bonne Citoyenne and the 
packet (which J had also blockaded for 14 days, and 
obliged her to send her mail to Rio, in a Portuguese 
smack) i judged it most prudent to shift my cruiz- 
ing ground, and hauled by the wind to the west- 
ward, with the view of cruizing off Pernambuco, 
and onthe 4th Feb. captured the English brig Re- 
solution of 10 guns, from Rio Janeiro, bound to 
Maranham, with coffee, jerked beef, flour, fustic 
and butter, and about 23,000 dollars in specie. As 
she sailed dull, and I could ill spare hands to man 
her, I took out the money and set her on fire. I then 
run down the coast for Maranham, and cruized 
there a short time; from thence run off Sdrrinam. 


on my way to: the United States ; but on the 24th, 
in the morning, I discovered a‘brig to leeward, to 
which I gave chase—run into quarter-less four, and 
not having a pilot, was obliged to haul off: The 
fort at the entrance of Demarara river at this time 
bearing S. W. distant about 2:1-2 leagues. “Previous 
to giving up the chase I discovered a vessel atanchon, 
without the bar, with English colors flying, apparent- 
ly a brig of war. “In beating round Carobana bank, 
in order to get to her, at half past 3 vp. m. BE diseo. 
vered another sail on my weather quarter, edging 
down for us—at 4 20 she hoisted English colors, at 
which time we discovered her to be a large man of 
war brig; beat te quarters, and cleared ship for ac- 
tion, and kept close by the wind, in order, if pos- 
sible, to get the weather guage. At 5 10, finding I 
could weather the enemy, I hoisted American colors 
and tacked. At 525 in passing each other, ex- 
changed broadsides within half pistol shot. Observ- 
ing the enemy in the act of wearing, I bore up, re- 
ceived his starboard breadside, run him close on 
board on the starboard quarter, and kept up such a 
heavy and well directed fire, that in less than fifteen 
minutes she surrendered (being totally cut to pieces) 
and hoisted an ensign union down from his fore rig- 
ging, as a signal of distress. Shortly after, her 
main-mast went by the board. Despatched lieut. 
Shabrick on board, who soon returned with her first 
lieutenant, who reported her to be his Britannic ma- 
jesty’s late brig Peacock, commanded by capt. Wm. 
Peake, who fell in the latter part of the action ; that 


that she was sinking fast, she having then six feet 
witer in her hold. Despatched the boats immediate- 
ly for the wounded, and brought both vessels to an- 
chor. Such shot holes as could be got at were then 
plugged, guns thrown overboard, and every possi- 
ble exertion used to keep her afloat untiJ the prison- 
ers could be removed, by pumping and bailing, but 
without effect, as she unfortunately sunk in 5 1-2 fa- 
thoms water, carrying down thirteen of her crew, 
and three of my brave fellows, viz. John Hart, Jo- 
seph Williams and Hannibal Boyd. Lieut. Connot 
jand midshipman Cooper, and the remainder of m 
men employed in removing the prisoners, with djfh- 
culty saved themselves by jumping into a boat that 
was lying on the booms as she went down. Four 
men of the thirteen mentioned were so fortunate as 
to gain the foretop, and were afterwards taken off by 
our boats. Previous to her going dawn, four of her 
men took to her stern boat that had been much da- 
maged during the action, who I sincerely hope reach- 
ed the shore; but, from the heavy sea running at 
the time, the shattered state of the boat, and the 
difficulty of landing on the coast, I am fearful they 
were lost. Ihave not been able to ascertain from 
her officers the exact number of killed. Captain 
Peake and four men were found dead on board.— 
The master, one midshipman, carpenter and cap- 
tain’s clerk, and twenty-nine men wounded, most 
of them very severely, three of which died of their 
wounds after béing removed, and nine drowned.— 
Our loss was trifling in comparison. John Place 
killed, Samuel Coulsonand Joseph Dalrymple, slight- 
ly wounded ; George Coffin and Lewis Todd severe- 
ly burnt by the explosion of a cartridge.. Todd sur- 
vived only a few days. Currigging and sails were 
much cut. One shot through the foremast and the 
bowsprit slightly injured. Our hull received little 
or no damsge. 

At the time I brought the Beacock to action, the 





a number of her crew were killed and wounded, and - 
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Espeigle, (the brig mentioned as being at‘an anchor) 
mounting sixteen two and thirty pound carronades, 


and two long nines, lay about six miles in shore of}. 


me, and could plainly see the whole of the action. 
Apprehensive she would beat out to the assistance of 
ber.consort, such exentions were‘used by my offi- 
cers and crew; in repairing damages, &c. that by 
nine o’clock-our boats were stowed, a new set of 
sails bent, and the ship completely ready for action. 
At two A. M. got under way and stood by the wind 
to the northward and westward under easy sail. On 
mustering next morning, found we had two hundred 
and seventy-seven souls on board (including the 
crew of the American brig Hunter of Portland, 
taken a few days before by the Peacock) and as we 
bad been-on two-thirds allowance of provisions for 
some time, and had but 3,400 gallons of water on 
board, I reduced the allowance to three. pints a 
man, and determined to make the best of my way to 
the United States. : 

Fhe Peacock was deservedly styled one of the 
finest vessels.of her class in the British navy. I 
should judge her to be. about the tonnage of the 
Hornet. Her beam was greater by-five inches, but 
her extreme length not so great by four feet. She 
mounted 16 four and twenty pound carronades, 
two long nines, one 12 pound carronade on her 
top-gallant forecastle as a shifting gun, and one four 
or six pounder, and two swivels mounted aft. I find 
by her quarter bill that her crew consisted of one 
hundred and thirty-four men, four of whom were 
absent in a prize. 

The cool. and determined conduct of my officers 
and crew during’ the action, and their almost unex- 
ampled exertions afterwards, entitle them to my 
warmest acknowledgments, and I beg leave to re- 
commend them to the notice of government. 

By the indisposition of lieutenant Stewart, I was 
deprived of the services of an excellent officer—had 
he been able to stand on deck, I am confident his ex- 
ertions would not have been surpassed by any one on 
board. Ishould be doing injustice to the merits of 
heutenant Shubrick and acting lieutenants Connor 
Newton, were I not to recommend them particular- 
ly to your notice. Lieutenant Shubrick was, in the 
actions with the Guerriere and the Java—captain 
Hull and commodore Bainbridge can bear testimo- 
ny as to his coolness and good conduct on both 
occasions. 

With the greatest respect I remain, sir, your 
obedient servant, JAMES LAWRENCE. 
Hon. William Jones, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

P.S. _At the commencement of the action my 
sailing master and seven men were absent in a 
prize, and lieutenant Stewart and six men on the 
sick list. 

THE HORNET AND PEACOCK. 
In addition to the interesting particulars detailed 


by capt. Lawrence in the preceding letter, we have} 


gathered the following : 

Capt. Lawrence blockaded the Bonne Citovenne of 
24 guns as well as the packet brig Fox of 12 guns, 
and an armed schooner, all lying in the harbor of St. 
re ym The blockade was raised by a 74 gun 
ship ! 

There were on board the Peacock, at the time of 
action, three impressed American seamen, who soli- 
cited the British officer to be permitted to go below, 
as they could not fight against their countrymen ;-—~ 
which was refused. They were then ordered to their 
quarters, and strict orders given to see that they 
performed what was called their duty. One of these 
men Was KILLED in the action. The other two are 
now en board the Hornet. One of the impressed 


American seamen compelled to fight on board the Pea- 
cock, was a cousin of, the lady of capt. Lawrence. . 
Liberality of American tars.—It isa fact worthy of 
note and in the highest degree honorable to our brave 
tars, that on the day succeeding the destruction of 
his Britannic majesty’s. brig Peacock, the crew of 
the Hornet made a subscription atd supplied the 
prisoners (whe had lost almost every thing) with two 
shirts, a blue jacket and trowserseach. . = ,' 
The British prisoners taken on board the Peacock 
were yesterday morning brought over from the navy 
yard and marched to fort Gansevoort above the state 
prison. The officers are parolled. While the mar- 
shal. was taking an account of the prisoners on board, 
the Hornet, two of them slipped down the side of 
the ship and swam for the shore, in hopes of making 
their escape. NM. ¥. paper March 27. 
IMPRESSED AMERICAN SEAMEN. 
New-York, March 27.—Captain Lawrence, of the 
United States sloop of war Hornet,. has authorised 
us to state, that there were two impressed Amerfi- 
can seamen on board the late British sloop of war 
Peacock, one a native of this state (New-York) and 
the other a native of Norfolk. One of them was 
pressed two years anda half ago, and the other 
about 18 months since, neither of whom entered, 
and both were compelled to fight during the engage- 
ment with the Hornet. . : 
Before the engagement commenced, the above 
mentioned American seamen left their station, went 
to the captain of the Peacock, ana asked his per- 
mission to go below with the crew of the brig Hun- 
ter, of Portland, as they could not fight against their 
country. This request was peremptorily refused by 
the late capt. Peake, and the two Americans were 
forced to their station, and compelled to fight. 
[We give the above information upon authority 
whick we are confident will not be questioned.) 
Capt. Lawrence further states, that another im- 
pressed American was reported to have been on 
board the Peacock, and that he was killed during 
the action. 





The two first mentioned seamen, have arrival 


the Hornet, and were not wounded. 


Since we have brought this most important sub- 


ject before our country, we cannot omit giving pub- 
licity to the fact, that two impressed American sea- 
men, were on board the Macedonian, during her en- 
gagement with the frigate United States, com. Deca- 
tur, and were compelled to fight. Neither of them 
had entered, and one of them was killed. The names 
of these men were John Cand, a native of the dis- 
trict of Maine, killed ; and Peter Jolinson, a native 
of this:city, who is now on board the John Adams, 
or Alert. Jolnson, after the action was half over, 
ieft his station and refused to do duty any longer, 
telling capt. Carden he would prefer death, by his 
order, rather than be compelled to fight against his 
countrymen. 

(We received this information from an authority 
which will effectually silence all doubt. Com, Deca- 
tur is our author.] 

FROM THE NOSTON PATINOT. 

Messrs. Monroe &¢ French--Seeing your notice of 
the 5th inst. requesting every one. that has had a 
friend impressed by the British, to give information 
—I now inform you my brother Jonn Cann, of Wool- 
wich, in the district of Maine, was prest on board 
his majesty’s frigate Macedonian, on the 10th of June 
1810, from the ship Mount Hope, of Wiscasset, and 
was killed on board the Macedonian, in the battle 
rwith the United States, com. Decatur. A disconso- 
late wife and child, are in mourning and in sorrow, 





for the loss of a husband and parent, on whom they 
were cependent. JOSEPH CAND. 
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The privateer Yankee has arrived at Newport (R.L) 
after a cruise of about 150 days, during which she 
has scoured the whole western coast of Africa, taken 


defence surmounting her bulwarks, composed Of 
spring bayonets, to prevent boarding. She had a 
great quantity of ammunition on board. She was 


8 prizes, 62 guns, 196 men, 406 muskets, and pro-|commanded by an arrogant lieutenant of the British 


érty worth $296,000. 


~The Yankee has on board 32 bales fine goods, 6| Yankees. 
tons ivory, $40,000 worth of gold dust. ‘The Yankee 
ked in at every port, harbor, river, factory, town, 
&c. on the coast of Africa—touched at seversi Por- 
tuguese islands for water and supplies. The foliow- 


. 


ing is a list of the Yankee’s prizes :— 


loop Mary-Ann, Sutherland, of London, copper- 
ed, 4 guns, 11 men, gold dust, ivory and camwood, 
worth 28,000 dolls—took out cargo, and burnt the 


vessel. 


Schr. Alder, Crowley, of Liverpool, copnered, 6 
guns, 9 pounders, 21 men, 400 casks muckets, flints, 
bar lead, iron, dry goods, &c. vessel and cargo worth 

24,000; ordered to the first port; her quarter- 
deck blew up in the contest at taking her, and killed 


her captain and 6 of her men. 


* Brig Fly, Tydeman, of London, 6 guns, 14 men, 
with gold dust, ivory, gun-powder, iron, dry goods 
and sundries ; ordered to the first port; vessel and 
cargo worth $36,000; taken under Fort Appollonia, 


of 50 


- 


guns. 


men, with ivory, dry goods and camwood, worth 

$40,000 ; ordered to the first port. 

Brig Harriot and Matilda, Inman, of Maryport, 
from Cork for Pernambuco, 8 guns, 14 men, with 
fine cloths, linens, iron, salt, porter, ware, &c. worth 
$41,000. 

Brig Shannon, Kendall, from Maraham for Liver- 
pool, 10 guns, 15 men, with cotton, worth $350,000. 

Andalusia, Kendall, 10 guns,,100 men, (81 free 
blacks) vessel and cargo worth $34,000, arrived at 
Savannah. 

Schr. George, cut out of Tradestown, cargo rice, 
part taken out, and vessel given up to prisoners, 
worth $2,500. 

a GALLANT EXPLOIT. 

E-rtract of a letter from captain Le Chantier, of the 
privateer Hazard, to a gentleman in Charleston, 
dated St. Marys, 6th March. 

“J have justi arrived here with my prize, the ship 
Albion, which I captured on the Ist Feb. long. 64, 
lat. 16,N. Onthe 23d Feb. being on Savannah bar, 
having lost sight of her in a fog, she was retaken by 
@ privateer from N. Providence, mounting 8 pieces 
of cannon; after which we fell in with her again, the 
privateer inc mpany, which we engaged, and after 
an action of seven hours and an half the privateer 
struck, and we retook the ship. If we had had 
half an hour more of day-light I should have brought 
in the privatecr, but fearing to lose my prize, I was 
forced to abandon her. My lieutenant and carpenter 
were wounded dangerously, and five seamen slightly. 
It is surprising Ehad so few wounded, my vessel be- 
ing extremely crippled by the grape shot of the ene 
my. My force consisted of 28 fighting men; the 
enemy had 20 guns [on board the prize and priva- 
-teer}] continually playing on me, and 60 men—I 
should rather have sunk than struck. I hope the 
Caledonia will remember a long time the small Ha- 
agrd.” The Wazard carries but three small guns. 








American Prizes.’ 


WEEKLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 72. 


“The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
“And not a sail, but by fermission, spreads |” 
ritish Naval Register. 
(7 The brig Emu, (No. 361) was a “king’s ves- 
sel” carrying i2 guns, and provided with a patent 


Brig Thames, Toole; of Liverpool, 8 guns, 14 


navy ; who could not persuade his crew to fight the 

378. Schr. , worth $10,000—sent into New. 
Orleans, by the Lovely Lass, of Wilmington, N.C. 

379. Brig: , sent into Chatham, by the Paul 
Jones privateer. 

380. Brig Shannon, 12 guns, from Brazil for Lon. 
don, laden with 100 tons of cotton, sent into Bristol, 
R.1. by the Yankee. 

381. Shp Mentor; of London, 12 guns, with a car. 
go invoiced at £60,000 sterling, sent into New-Or- 
ieans, by the Saucy Jack, of Charleston. 

382. Schr. Huzzar, sent into Savannah, by the Li- 
berty of Belumore, laden with turtle, &c. supposed 
ws presents for admiral Warren and his officers. 

383 Brig Resolution, 10 guns, from Rio Janeiro 
to Meranham, laden with coffee, &c. burnt by the 
United States sloop of war Hornet, after taking out 
$23,000 in specie. 

384. Sloop of war PEACOCK, 22 guns, 154 men, 
attacked and, torn to pieces by the Hornet in fifteen 
minutes—sunk before ail the prisoners could be re- 
moved. See official account, page 84. 

385. Brig Antrim, from Ireland, with dry 
valued at $60,000, sent into New-Orleans, by the 
Saucy Jack. 

386. Brig Fly—valuable, sent imto Charleston by 
the Yankee. 

387. Schr. ———, 100 tons, laden with bees wax, 
and red wood, has arrived at Tarpaulin Cove, a prize 
to the Yankee. 

388. Brig Earl Percy, for Brazil, laden with dry 
goods and salt, prize to the Chesapeake frigate, is 
ashore on Long Island, but will get off. 


—> . 
British Parole. 

The following is, indeed, acurious paper. It gives 
the reason for making an American merchant a pri- 
soner of war; and the reason isas strange as the 
act itself—because, the person was a citizen of G 
state that had consented to call ot the militia, for 
the general defenee, We dare not trust our pen 
to comment upon this outrageous procedure. 

By his excellency sir George Beckwith, K. B. com- 
Gen g mander of the forces in the windward and 
gSkAL.¢ leeward islands, captain-general and govern- 

~~ or-in-chief of the Island of Barbadoes, &c. 

&e. &e. 

I do hereby certify, that William R. Swift, esq. 2 
citizen of Maryland, in the United States of Ame- 
rica, having been found in this government at the 
period in which the declaration of war by the Ame- 
rican States reached Barbadoes ; I judge it neces- 
sary to give my reasons whv I require a parole of the 
present nature, from a gentleman. so circumstanced, 
not serving professionally as a military man either 
by sea or land. 

By the laws of the several states, all persons of 2 
certain age are militia men, but the nature of their 
consequent duties were hitherto purely defensive 
within the limits of the state to which they belong- 
ed; by the present gigantic system, however, intro- 
duced by the federal government, drafts from this 
militia are required to be furnished, not only beyond 
these limits, not only within those of the other 
states, but for the purposes of foreign war of the 
most unprovoked description, and the armies which 
have invaded the Canadas were to a great extent so 
‘constituted. “s 

All the states which have acceded to this measure of 
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war.and ambition, Iview it to operate as a Frencu 


others, to ascertain the greatest range his rockets 
S conscription, although under a different name and |could be made to perform, and we are happy to 


‘n a manner Somewhat less obnoxious; but every |state that he succeeded in throwing one of six 


man within the prescribed age is liable to this draft, 
and if he does not march himself must find a sub- 
stitute. 


pounds weight the great distance of two thousand 
yards, which is five hundred yards more than the 
The consequence is, that I search in vain|celebrated Congreve rocket, of twelve pounds 


in the conceding states for a non-combatant, .and I} weight. The cylinders of Beath’s rockets are made 
therefore feel it my duty in addition to the usualjof iron, and terminating at the head with a cone 12 
parole which will be furnished to Wm. R. Swift, by inches in length, which may be charged with grape 
the agent of the transport board, to require him not jshot, musket balis, or combustible matter, are capa- 
to bear arms in any shape either by sea or land, or totble of doing much execution—springs also are at- 
embark in any vessel armed for war against his Bri-|tached to them when the object is to fire the ship- 
tannic majesty or his subjects, until duly exchanged.|ping, which cannot fail to have the desired effect — 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, this thir-| We wish him all the patronage and support from go- 
teenth day of November, one thousand eight hun-| vernment which his invention justly merits. 


dred and twelve. : 
GEORGE BECKWITH. 
By his excellency’s command, 
WM. HY. WILBY, Secretary. 








British Discipline. 
A Charleston paper publishes a curious document 
found on board a British vessel proceeding from De- 
mavara to Surinam, (in which was major Whitmore, 


of the Royal West-India Rangers) by the privateer 
Sparrow, of Baltimore. Its title is as follows : 


“Return of men of the First West-India Regiment, 
who have been tried by courts-martial since the last 
halfyearly inspection.” 


It states, at length, the names of the persons tri- 
ed, the sentence on each case, and the punishment 
inflicted. The result is 83 courts martial ;_ five per- 
sons acquitted, several non com. officers reduced, 
and 28950 lashes ordered to be inflicted on the re-! 
mainder, of which 10809 were actually suffered, as} 
high as 800 on one person—all in the space of six| 
months in a single regiment, probably not 590) 
strony. Cobbett says “The English are a flogged nu-| 
tion”? The old regimen of Prussia, so celebrated 
for beating the soldiery, cannot match this. 











Remarkable Coincidence. 


A neighboring gazette, alluding to the preparations 
made for the defence of Ba.trimonr, has these 
words— 

“The spade and pick-axe are the proper imple- 
ments forthe mob men to work with, and as it is 
what they ought long since to have been brought to, 
very few will censure admiral Warren for setting 
them to hard labor these dull times. The peniten- 
tiary or publicroads would be a more suitable scene 
of action for a majority of the vagabends and blood 
hounds upon which the devoted city depends for 
defence.” 

The following is from a British paper called the 

*“London Evening Star.” 

“ There is only another way, therefore, in which 
the intellects of this sophist can be kept within their 
original humble sphere, and Great Britain alone pos- 
sesses the salutary medicament. The .dmerican navy 
must be annihilated; her arsenals and dock yards 
must be consumed; and the turbulent inhabitants of 
Baltimore must be tamed with the weapons, which 
Shook the wooden turrets of Copenhagen.” 








New Weapons. 


Spring Rockets—On Saturday (Feb. 13,) we under- 
stand Mr. Beath, the inventor of the spring rocket, 
made trial at Boston of several compositions, in the 


Boston Gazeite. 


New Gun.—Messtrs. William Church and Chros- 


tus Bartemy of Chelsea, Vermont, have invented a 
gun which is but one pound and a half heavier than. 
the common Springfield gun, containing in three 
separate appartments ammunition for forty different 


charges. It may be loaded and discharged twenty 


five times a minute, and may be used with equal ad- 
vantage in wet as in dry weather; it also may carry 
a bayonet and defender for the breast. 


One of the gentlemen have gone to Washington 
for the purpose of obtaining a patent right, and of- 


fering the invention to government. The extra ex- 
pense in making this gun is but about five dollars 
more than the Springfeid guns. 


Boston pap. 








“The Tug of War.” 


Hitherto our courteous enemy has confined his 
operations to the mere blockade of our bays, rivers 
and creeks, without essaying to do us a more “essen- 
tial injury;” but subsequent events shew that this for- 
bearance was all an artifice to throw us off our guard. 
The good old women in the neighborhood of the wa- 
ters which these intrusive visitors have the sove- 
reign control of, having survived the fright occa- 
sioned by the first appearance of their terrible arma- 
da, began to believe at last that they really did not 
intend to land and attack the country. How much 
were they mistaken! At the very time they were 
indulging this delusive fancy, lo! two powerful ex- 
peditions were actually fitting out for that very pur- 
pose.—Not to keep the reader unnecessarily in sus- 
pense, several of the enemy’s boats, (the number we 
cannot positively state, as some people were of opi- 
nion there were three, some five, some ten, some fif- 
ty, some an hundred, and so on)—ail well manned 
and provided with mun:tions of war, proceeded up 
Nansemond river but 2 cay or two ago, as far as 


sion on the margin of the river, entirely undefended, 
they resolved to make adescent; for which purpose 
a detachment of marines were landed to reconnoitre, 
covered by two pieces of cannon, and meeting with 
no obstruction, orders were given for a general de- 
barkation, when the whole marched resolutely up, 
and took possession of the farm-yard inthe name of 
their sovereign lord King George the third ; nobody 
but an old negro womsn appearing to dispute their 
title. Ali except a coips du reserve left in the rear 
to secure a retreat in case of accident, were then 
drawn up in battle array, when the commanding offi- 
cer arranged the plan of attack on the fortifications 
in the following order. The marines being most ac- 
customed to that kind of warfare, were sent round to 
the rear of the house by a private avenue, ‘under an 
officer of great experience, to surprize the hen- 
housé ; another party composed of the most resolute 





presence of cOmmodore Rodgers, captain Hull, and spirits, were ordered to storm aneighboring pig-sty, 


Chuckituck creek, when espying a comfortable inan-. 
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_ @lent palpitation of the heart, and a cold sweat, com- 
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and the third, being the remaining disposable force, 
headed by the commander in chief, proceeded to 
sack the dairy and smoke-house. The arrangement 
was excellent, but unfortunately the marines, by 
omitting to send out an advance guard, were sur- 
prized while defiling through a narrow pass, by a 
flock of turkies, who charged them furiously in 
flank and rear. After a sharp engagement of near 
half an hour, however, the assailants were either 
killed, taken prisoners, or put to flight; without 
the smallest injury to his majesty’s troops except a v:« 


Mon on such occasions. The antipathy which turkies 
Nave for a red coat is remarkable ever since the Jast 
war, when the British soldiery were so famous for 
their depredations on that species of the feathered 
race. This will account for the obstinacy with 
which they maintained the conflict with the British 
tharines. But to proceed—the turkies having been 
defeated, the hen-roosts were taken possession of; 
the pig-sty was carried after aslight resistance, the 
store-houses were sacked, and the whole of the 
forces retreated in excellent order, laden with spoil, 
and without the loss of a man! 
While these operations were going on, another ex- 
-pedition equally formidable, made a descent upon 
raney Island. The result was glorious and profit- 
able to his majesty’s arms. All the bacon and other 
salted provisions of the Island, together with all the 
poultry and pigs that they could” catch, were the 
spoils of this redoubtable band of heroes, who re- 
treated to their ships in perfect safety. Vivat Rex 
et Regina. [ Vorfolk Herald. 








Ship Building. 


It appears that great quantities of goods are shiz. 
ping in England to be smuggied into the United 
States. The constant practice of remitting forfeit. 
ures, or suffering goods to be “bonded,” has reduc. 
ed the risk to almost nothing. We really hope that 
the department to which these maiters belong may 
be put upon the war establishment. The following 


such things— 


Extract of a letter from.an oficer at Burlington, V+, 
to his friend in the town of Salem, daied Feb. 28. 
“Smuggling goés on as brisk at the lines as ever, 

We constantly keep towards the lines a picquet 

guard, and. property to a considerable amount has 

been taken and sent into camp, A few days since 
three sleighs were sent in laden with wire. It was 
curious to see the manner in which it was put up to 
avoid detection. In the first place it was packed in 
large tin cannisters, brazed together to make them 
perfectly tight, about two thirds as large as a bai 
rel; these cannisters were then set into barrels, and 
confined on all sides with salt. The wire is judged 

to be worth €5,000; and 1} have since learned of 9 

man, under guard for smuggling, that this but a 

small part of what he knew wasrintended to be run; 

the amount he states at £30,000. 


“Yesterday our parade was graced with a string 
of double sleighs (27 in number) heavily laden with 
English goods, crates, &c. sent in by the picquct 
guard. J believe they are taken careof by the col- 
lector. The goods will prebably be bonded. .Thus 
gocs on smuggling !” 

We have only a few scraps of European news, and 
they are not very important. The French papers 
state that their “grand army” of the north still con- 
sists of 200,000 men, and speak of mighty reinforce- 





Interesting memoranda—from a London paper—The 
first double deck ship built in England was 4. p. 1509, | 
in'the 25th year of the reign of Henry VII. whose | 
name it bore, and was 1000 tons burthen, the total} 
expenditure of which is estimated at £14,000. Be- 
fore this, 24 gun ships were the largest in our navy, 
and those were without port-holes, the guns being’ 
on the upper deck only. 

For the invention of port-holes, and various other’ 
improvements, we are, undoubtedly, indebted to the | 
ingenuity of M. Decharges, an eminent mechanic of | 
Brest about the year 1500, in the reign of Louis XIL | 

We find, however, that the vessels in which our | 
illustrious countryman, sir Francis Drake, embarked | 
for the West Indies, in the year 1570, were of a very 
inferior class; the Pasgha being of 70 tons, and the 
Swan of 25 only; from which circumstance we may 
naturally infer, that first rate ships did not become 
very general, comparatively speaking, until a very 
tecent date, although in Queen Elizabeth’s time the 
armament of England, in the naval department, was 
computed at 15,270 men, 

A first rate man of war, of the present day, re- 
quires above 70,000 cubic feet of timber, and ex-| 
pends 180,000 lbs. of rough hemp, in the cordage, | 
&e. It is calculated tiat the ground on which the 
timber for a 74 gun ship would require to grow, 
would be 50 acres. Thus, by due gradations, and 

rogressive improvements, we find that the art of 
ship building has attaine} its present high per- 
fection. 
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THE CHRONICLE. 

A letter from Cadiz, dated February 10, says that 
the Cortes have abolizfied the Inquisitiow forever in 
Spain. If they proceed thus, we shall begin to feel 
wn interest in their success. 





‘is in his strong hoids near Lisbon. 


ments to open an early campaign in Russia. The 
British papers, on the other hand, represent the af: 
fairs of France as in the most desperate situation in 
that quarter; and encourage a belief of a general 
rising against Bonapar‘e. Lord Weliimgton’s army 
The British are 
making great exertions to fit out and man their ves- 
sels of war; it appears they have not latterly had so 
much need of them as at this time. 


4 London paper, of January 25, reports the cap- 
ture of the French frigates La Neiriede and Eletole 
by the British frigates Andromache and Briton, on 
the 14th of that month, 30 miles to the eastward 
of Lisbon. 


A report was lately made to the class of Physica! 
Science of the Imperial Institute, in which it is 
affirmed, that out of 2,671,662 subjects, properly 
vaccinated in France, only seven -authenticated 
cases appear of patients having afterwards taken 
the small pox, which is as 1 to 331,666. 

London Chronicle. 


Pricr or Stocks, January 26.—3 per cent. consolss 
5075 88; 3 per cent red. 60 1-8 59 3-4; 4 per cents- 
76 13-28; 5 per cent. 597 890 89 5-8; Exch. bills 
(3 1-4d)7 pm; ditto (3 1-2) 89 pm; Omnium 
8 3-4 pm; consols for Jan. 60 59 1-8. 

Washington City, March 20.—The following ex" 
tract of a letter from com. Bainbridge, commanding 
the United States frigate Constitution, to a friend in 
this city who had congratulated him on his beating 
and destroying the British frigate. Java, proves the 
truly brave are always unassuming as well as gene- 
rous. : 

“I was fortunate in having an opportunity; and 
opportunity only is wanting to insure equal success 
to all my brother officers.” 


deserves our notice, for we have heard much of § 


eae 


V1 


a. ah i ro Ye of 


eet Cit a paie fi 





